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Within 48 hours of Hurricane Katrina's landfall in New Orleans and the Gulf Coast, 
telecommunications contractors were on the ground, assessing damage to government facilities and 
identifying affected services. AT&T Government Solutions had more than 250 priority orders -- a 
huge number -- from government clients and first responders for circuit orders, said Lou Addeo, 
president of AT&T's government unit. The company also dispatched emergency communications 
vehicles to Louisiana and Mississippi for use by the state police, National Guard and for the airport 
and bus terminals in New Orleans, Addeo said. "Before the hurricane, we had these emergency 
vehicles located in the South ready to go," he said. "We put our assets where they need to go in 
times like this." 
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